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ARCHER FAMILY OF FORDHAM Manor, NEW YORK 

ARMS: ARCHER OF UNBERSLADE, WARWICK, ENGLAND 

 

John Archer (8th great-grandfather of Clara Louise Watkins-Kennedy), of Fordham, New York, was 

descended from Fulbert L'Archer, who came into England with William the Conqueror in 1066. The 

family was of Norman origin. In the Ancient Catalogue or Roll of Battle Abbey, Sussex, Eng., occurs the 

name of Fulbert L'Archer, of Umberslade, Warwick; and the family for 400 years was seated in Cornwall. 

The eldest son of Fulbert L'Archer was Robert, tutor to young Henry I, son of William the Conqueror, 

from whom he received a grant of seven manors, in Berks. Henry I styled him "Magister Meus." From 

Robert, follow twelve direct generations.* Andrew Archer was Armiger of Tanwark. John Archer 

represented Helston in Parliament, in the reign of Henry VI, 1422-1461. The eldest son of Richard, 

twelfth in descent from Fulbert, was Humphrey, of Warwick, born in 1527 and died October 24, 1562. 

Richard's wife was Elizabeth Townsend. Their third son was John, born in 1553, whose wife was Eleanor 

Frewin, and their eldest son was John; second son, Samuel; third son Gabriel, and a younger son Henry. 

Gabriel Archer, gentleman, and attorney of Warwick, accompanied the expedition which sailed from 

Falmouth, England, March 26, 1602, in command of Bartholomew Gosnold, for America. This expedition 

explored the coast of New England and returned to England. On April 26, 1607, Capt. Gabriel Archer was 
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fiercely attacked and wounded by the Indians, at a certain point of land on the Virginia coast where he 

landed in company with Capt. John Smith, George Percy, George Kendall and others. There were three 

ships in this expedition. On April 29th they set up the cross, and the next day sailed away. The 12th of 

May they discovered a point of land on a river (James), which they named Archer's Hope, in honor of 

Capt. Gabriel Archer, "and if it had not been disliked because the ships could not sail near, we had 

settled there, to all the colonies contentment." On April 29, 1896, the Association for the Preservation of 

Virginia Antiquities put upon the old lighthouse at Cape Henry, a bronze tablet with these words: "Near 

this spot landed, on April 26, 1607, Capt. Gabriel Archer, Gent., Hon. George S. Percy, Edward Wingfield 

and 27 others, who calling the place Cape Henry, planted a cross, Apr. 29, 1607." 

Samuel Archer, elder brother of Gabriel, came to and settled at Salem, Massachusetts, in 1630. His wife 

was Alice Allan, of the Allans of Clairemont, England. They had two sons, Henry and John. John Archer 

with a party of others, left Salem, and reached Fairfield, Connecticut, in 1654. In 1656, John Archer 

established himself in New York as a prominent shipping merchant, owning ships that plied between 

that city and England. 

Sept. 18, 1667, he bought of Elias Doughty of Flushing, Long Island, 1253 acres of land in Westchester 

County. This was confirmed by the Indians, March 4, 1669. He purchased other land adjoining on the 

north making 2000 acres. Governor Lovelace issued letters patent erecting the whole into an 

enfranchised township or manor, giving leave that he should settle sixteen families on the land, 

ordaining that whatever agreement Archer should make with the inhabitants, he would confirm. This 

land he assigned to Archer and his heirs and assigns forever in as large and ample a manner as if he held 

directly from the king, rendering and paying yearly unto his Royal Highness, the Duke of York or his 

governors, as quit rent, 20 bushels of good peas on the first day of March. The patent was dated 

November 13, 1673. This Manor John Archer named Fordham, and here he built his residence (which 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ǊƻƴȄύ. John Archer married Mary Fowler of Westchester. He died 

suddenly in his coach while journeying from New York to his manorial residence, in October 1685. He 

was interred on Tetard Hill. 

His eldest son, John II, succeeded his father as lord of the manor. He married Sarah Odell, daughter of 

Wm. Odell of East Chester. The license for this marriage was issued by Governor Dongan. "Given under 

my hand and seal, at Fort James, New York, seventh day of October, 1686, in the second year of his 

Majestie's reign." 

Under John Archer III, son of the above, the entire estate of the Manor of Fordham passed out of the 

Archer family. "On account of financial complications, this John Archer mortgaged the property to one 

Steenwick, a member of the New Dutch Church of New York City. Steenwick dying, the mortgage passed 

to his wife, She, afterwards, married the minister of this church, and was induced to give the mortgage 

to The Dutch Church with the proviso that 300 acres of the land surrounding the old Manorial Residence 

should be retained by its present occupant, Benjamin Archer, during his lifetime." "It then passed to the 

Church, which has ever since refused an examination of the papers." 
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